In Edlund's critique of my paper (Rao, 1993) the main point is that she is unable to replicate the result that a "marriage squeeze" resulted in an increase in dowries. I obtain results different from my 1993 paper, but with a similar interpretation. Focussing on the non-differenced specification preferred by Edlund, Table   3 (1) and 3(2) report results from a regression on the ICRISAT data with husband and wife traits entered quadratically 1 , and Table 2 provides summary statistics for these variables. I find that a quadratic specification of the age ratio has a significant effect on dowries with positive derivatives at the mean and the median. While I am unable to replicate the linear effect reported in my 1993 JPE paper, the interpretation remains the same -that a marriage squeeze led to an increase in dowries 2 . In order to provide further evidence for the marriage squeeze hypothesis, I also estimate dowry regressions on data from another survey of one inter-marrying caste spread over three villages in the state of Karnataka There are difficulties in attempting an exact replication since it has been seven years since I completed the estimation for the 1993 paper, and I have been unable to locate crucial programs that cleaned the household data, merged it with census information and estimated the regressions. Without these programs I cannot exactly reconstruct the data set I used for the paper. The data that both Edlund and I now 1 A specification with differenced traits as in the 1993 paper, and one identical to Edlund's that includes trait interactions, have very similar results on the age ratio variable. 2 Given the long time period -1920 to 1980 -spanned by the retrospective marriage data from ICRISAT, a quadratic specification may provide better estimates for the ICRISAT data for two reasons: Very high age ratios may overestimate the proportion of eligible women during later periods that have smaller age differences -particularly since fertility rates also begin to decline in later periods. The marriage squeeze may also be over-estimated for those regions and periods with higher male out-migration rates from the district. Thus, very high age ratios may actually reflect a less severe marriage squeeze, while lower age ratios provide a more accurate measure. 3 More details on the data are available in Bloch and Rao (1999). 4 Bhat and Halli (1999) provide further recent evidence on the marriage squeeze in India.
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The World Bank 1818 H Street, NW Washington, DC 20433 Vrao@worldbank.org September, 1999 In Edlund's critique of my paper (Rao, 1993 ) the main point is that she is unable to replicate the result that a "marriage squeeze" resulted in an increase in dowries. I obtain results different from my 1993 paper, but with a similar interpretation. Focussing on the non-differenced specification preferred by Edlund, Table   3 (1) and 3(2) report results from a regression on the ICRISAT data with husband and wife traits entered quadratically 1 , and Table 2 provides summary statistics for these variables. I find that a quadratic specification of the age ratio has a significant effect on dowries with positive derivatives at the mean and the median. While I am unable to replicate the linear effect reported in my 1993 JPE paper, the interpretation remains the same -that a marriage squeeze led to an increase in dowries 2 . In order to provide further evidence for the marriage squeeze hypothesis, I also estimate dowry regressions on data from another survey of one inter-marrying caste spread over three villages in the state of Karnataka 3 . Karnataka neighbors both Andhra Pradesh and Maharashtra states where the ICRISAT villages are located, and has a similar culture, geography and climate. Tables 3(3) and 3(4) report the results from the Karnataka survey and show that the age ratio is significant and positive both when estimated as a level, and in a quadratic specification where it is positive at the mean and median 4 . There are difficulties in attempting an exact replication since it has been seven years since I completed the estimation for the 1993 paper, and I have been unable to locate crucial programs that cleaned the household data, merged it with census information and estimated the regressions. Without these programs I cannot exactly reconstruct the data set I used for the paper. The data that both Edlund and I now have access to is an earlier version that was modified several times in the process of working on the paper.
With an imperfect recall of the procedures I followed, I have attempted to clean the available data by clearing duplicate observations, finding information on missing variables from other modules of the ICRISAT survey, and re-entering the Census data. This has resulted in a sample of 136 unique observations. Incorporating data from the Indian Census requires careful choices because of changes in the boundaries of states and districts, missing data, and inconsistencies in the way Census tables are structured. There are differences in Edlund's use of the Census data and mine that are highlighted in Table 1 .
In refuting the marriage squeeze hypothesis a second point made by Edlund is that that increased dowries could simply show that parents are getting wealthier and transferring larger pre-mortem bequests to their daughters. This is empirically unlikely. Firstly, the evidence from the ICRISAT villages suggests that wealth and income have increased very slowly (Walker and Ryan -1990) . Secondly, recent field-based research overwhelmingly indicates that contemporary dowries in India are not a bequest but a groom-price Census of India, 1921 -1981 , Hyderabad Census, 1921 -1931 
